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iii

Preface

This dictionary is intended to help learners of Arabic and English. It
contains a basic vocabulary in each language and highlights some of
the difficulties of each of them. Pronunciation of English is given in
IPA and Arabic headwords are given in alphabetical order with their
vowels. Proper names of countries, cities, religions, etc are given in
the alphabetical listing of headwords. Thanks are due to Mai Zaki
and Muhammad Habib Bewley for their contributions and comments.

Raed Al-Jabari
Editor
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Note on trademarks and proprietary status

This dictionary includes some words which have, or are asserted
to have, proprietary status as trademarks or otherwise. Their
inclusion does not imply that they have acquired for legal purposes
a non-proprietary or general significance, nor any other judgement
concerning their legal status. In cases where the editorial staff have
some evidence that a word has proprietary status this is indicated
by the label ®, but no judgement concerning the legal status of such
words is made or implied thereby.
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Abbreviations
adj adjective

adv adverb

art article

auxv auxiliary verb
conj conjunction
contr contracted form
excl exclamation
interj interjection
modal v modal verb

n noun

num numeral

phv phrasal verb

pl plural

prep preposition
pron pronoun

UK British English
UsS American English
v verb
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v Abbreviations

demonstrative 8 Ll 14 oal i
particle of comparison s 3107 o
question forms p Lol 8140 ol
possessive E_S.L 314l N
negative g_u 54 o
conditional Ly sl b
plural C‘“ c
adverb J C
preposition )z. = ):. =
verb Ja.e )
noun ol »
adjective u«a e
pronoun JYVOSS s
adverb - Jla L
number sac ac
feminine @3.:\ A
masculine )S_;.Z Je
singular .s:,.’q; -y
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Guide to the dictionary
Arabic-English

part of speech a NI [

t0 g0 < A

irregular plural ,seSill pen

s

stamp (5-al) /islsk/ ¢ o lls
character (oLl ) /. L/ ¢

L discriminator sl

o

(o Dyl yonial e L3la) u-‘:‘i
to maintain

to keep (< L)
dumb /:&/ ¢ L& s pa a5

irregular feminine form &5l

Note on Arabic verbs

Arabic verbs in the English-Arabic section of the dictionary
are given in their simple present form. In the Arabic-English
section they are given in the simple past.

Note on Arabic nouns and adjectives in both sections

A dammah on the last letter of a word indicates it is a
diptote. (») after a noun means it is feminine, although it
does not have a feminine ending. » ¢ indicates the irregular
feminine plural of an adjective.
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vii Guide to the dictionary

English-Arabic

part of speech <!/ ¢ o5

act /xkt/ v (to take action, to behave)
‘_ef,.m:g (on stage) «.J:m;
¢ 1 (law) /< :;ybi/w:li (ofa
play) ¢ /s Jyiad/fua

discriminator !l yd

change of part of speech adSIl ¢ 53 yuas

irregular plural ,Sill pea

child /tfaild/ n pl -dren JLdal/Jsl:
o/

irregular parts of verb Jadll alitie ,é (& ya3

know /nou/ v knew, known (the

answer, a fact) ala

purse /ps:s/ n (for money) /il
£ /i Ll5% (US: handbag) s

Llas 4

US English & 5e] diyalas)
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viii

The Arabic Alphabet

Pronunciation guide Roman
equivalent
as the ain act a
as the b in boy b
as the ¢t in tap t
as the th in thousand th
as thej in jet ]
strongly aspirated A h
as the ch in Scottish loch kh
as the d in dome d
as the th in this dh
rolled r as in Spanish r
as the z in zebra z
as the s in sun s
as the sh in shut sh
strongly articulated s as the s in somber s
strongly articulated d as in duh d
strongly articulated ¢ as in talk t
strongly articulated, like the tA in though z
a guttural ‘ah’ ¢
a sound similar to a French r gh
as the fin fun f
strongly articulated £ as in Qatar q
as the k£ in Kabul k
as the [ in London 1
as the m in man m
as the n in noon n
as the & in house h
as the w in wife or oo in ooze W
as the y in yacht or ee in meet y
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ix The Arabic Alphabet

Name Final Medial Initial Arabic
of letter letter
i L L - |

4 '-' - - = <
A o ey i} &
fa & = = C
ol o -~ = c
slA = A A C
Jlas K. -~ 2 K
BIN 3 S 3 3
els > - - o
sl > - - B
s o - —u o
o i e & o
sle o~ e - oo
ala oA A A U
¢ ls L i~ L L
< s L L L L
e e -~ ~ a
e & = < ¢
cls @ & ) )
ils & i 3 3
i< oL < < d
oY 4 4 1 J
e ~ - - ?
Os o - = O

¢« la 4+ -+ A s
sls > - - r
«b - = = “
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The Arabic Alphabet

Arabic diacritics used in this dictionary

Pronunciation guide place  Diacritic

as iin fit B} kasrah A)AS
o B e

as u in sun ‘; fathah 433
el GAT Sk

as u in put B} dammah Lo
indicates the absence ) sukun DS
of a vowel as n in sand

C‘Q& xLJST 3 L@{\..tl

indicates that each letter ) shaddah ad

must be stressed as the
medial /n/ sounds in
upknowwn )

Note on diacritics

In the English-Arabic part of the dictionary, long vowels are

vocalized, so a kasrah and a ya’ together form a long ee. In

the Arabic-English part the diacritics are not given for long

vowels.

An alif without a hamza at the beginning of a word is an

alif with a hamzat al-wasl. If no vowel precedes this hamzat

al-wagl, it is pronounced i.
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xi

The Arabic Alphabet

English pronunciation guide

1. Consonants LSl Cagpall
P pen /pen/ S see /siz/

b bad /baed/ Z Z00 Jzu:/

t tea [tiz/ I shoe [faz/

d did /did/ 3 vision /'vizn/
k cat [keet/ h hat /heet/
g get /get/ m man /meen/
tf chain /tfem/ n now /nav/
dz jam /d3eem/ n sing /sm/

f fall /farl/ 1 leg /leg/

v van /vaen/ r red /red/

(] thin /6m/ j yes /ies/

o] this 018/ W wet [wet/

2. The symbol (r) indicates that British pronunciation
will have /r/ only if a vowel sound follows directly at the
beginning of the next word, as in far away; otherwise the /r/

is omitted.

@L@y@uwgm@@/r/d,gl L;umu,pm( ) 3ol
Jlall sa usmdﬁuufdlumlum 130 %) Ll dl daglll

tma‘.ri.lo.d.\( )u);llqumS.\).oYlu@_Ulu_anl far away
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English pronunciation guide

2. Vowels and

xii

o 28 . 2
.IE:AJ.”J'J.AJJ dalf (TP

diphthongs
i see /siz/ 3 fur /f3:(r)/
i happy /'haepi/ ) about /e'baut/
I sit /s1t/ el say /set/
e ten /ten/ U g0 /gau/
2 cat [keet/ oU g0 /gou/
o father  /'fa:0a(r)/ al my /mat/
D got /got/ o) boy /bor/
o saw /so:/ av  now /nauv/
U put /put/ 19 near /n1a(r)/
u actual  /'aktfusl/ ea  hair /hea(r)/
u: too [t/ vo  pure /pjua(r)/
A cup /kap/
3. Stress Cagpall il

Primary stress is shown by /'/
Secondary stress is shown by /,/

s e I ] o gy e L [
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